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Calling all CERT volunteers!! 

 

  

The Association Outreach Committee has contacted jurisdictions throughout the State to 

help identify existing CERT teams and offer membership in the Association. 

To date, these jurisdictions are interested in starting CERT teams and the Association is 
helping in those efforts. 
 

Macon County Crawford County 

St. Charles Edgar County 

Kendall County Elburn 

Shawnee Evanston 

Fayette County Lombard 

 

The Interim Board has updated the Member Application on the CERT Association website 

with additional information. This will allow us to have a more robust profile of our 

members that reflect not only basic contact and skills information but also information on 

each CERT Team's Lead Contact, a member's CERT Certification, any CERT related Social 

Media sites that might be shared, and any affiliation with organized Emergency 

Management Services. 

Please fill out and send the application as soon as possible.   

Follow this link for the application. 

https://www.certillinois.com/become-a-member/ 

The CERT Association of Illinois ranks are growing! We now have 154 180 members 

spanning 65 jurisdictions.  This is fantastic…. but we want more!  

 

https://www.certillinois.com/become-a-member/
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Illinois CERT teams, The CERT Association of Illinois continues to put together a list of all 

Illinois CERT team Facebook pages. We would also like to follow your pages!  If you have a 

Facebook page for your CERT organization, please send the link to the Newsletter Committee: 

      Kurt Clifford  il.cert.assoc@gmail.com     Sheri Drotor  shd@cumberlandhealth.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  CERT Members (arcgis.com) 

Looking for a CERT friend? 

Follow the link here to find 

out where they’re located. 

mailto:kdclifford@yahoo.com
mailto:shd@cumberlandhealth.org
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2fc5e94cf46940cf864940bcf83435f2


 

                                                                                                               March 2022     

March 2021 

 

• Readiness   • Member Safety   • People Helping People 

• Doing the greatest good for the greatest number of people                 Page 4 

  

 

Congratulations Rich Wilson (Buffalo Grove CERT)! 

 

Rich Wilson served as Interim President for the CERT Association since Mid-2019 to January 

1, 2022. And now, Rich has passed the baton so that others can share in the splendor! 

But Rich cannot ride into the dusk without the Association recognizing his contributions. So, 

the CERT Interim Board presented Rich with a recognition award at the March 8, 2022 

Buffalo Grove CERT meeting. 

Interim Board Members Tonya Balla, Randy James, and Kurt Clifford presented the plaque to 

Rich and informed the Buffalo Grove CERT attendees of Rich’s CERT Association 

contributions. 

 

… continued 
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CONT - Congratulations Rich Wilson (Buffalo Grove CERT)! 
We also learned a few other items pertaining to Mr. Wilson. 

• Rich was a member of the Buffalo Grove second CERT class in Buffalo Grove.  He joined the Team 

in 2006.   

• He became a CERT Instructor in March of 2009.  He has been a team leader since 2010.   

• Rich is also a Trained Weather Spotter, trained to Drive the Polaris 6 wheeled vehicle.   

• He is BLS/CPR/AED and AHA First-aid Trained.   

• He is a member of Buffalo Grove’s newly formed Traffic unit, to assist the Police.   

• He has completed his basic NIMS 100, 200, 700, 800, 317 and many more.   

• Rich is the CERT liaison to Buffalo Grove’s EMA Communications Team.   

• One of Rich’s responsibilities is to take care of scheduling people to fill First-aid booths at the 

various Buffalo Grove Village functions.    

 

And we at the CERT Association will agree with Joe Weiser’s (Buffalo Grove CERT) high regard for Rich. 

 

”He is a team player and steps up to fill in, in the event of a shortage of people.  He has been my right 

hand in the running of our CERT Team.” 
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Past Training 

                         CERT Association Regular Membership Training 

December 14, 2021 – Sgt Chris Shenk of the Chicago PD presented “Situational Awareness” 

Interim Board Member Rich Frizelis introduced Sgt. 

Chris Shenk of the Chicago PD who then presented 

the evening’s training on Situational Awareness. 

Sgt. Chris Shenk informed how the CERT Situational 

Awareness steps can be combined with the 

Situational Awareness that Law Enforcement 

practices to create a more robust awareness level. 
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Past Training 

CERT Association Regular Membership Training 

January 25, 2022 – Interim Board Member Rich Frizelis and David Sezenov (Milton Township 

CERT) presented “Winter Preparedness”  

Interim Board Member Rich Frizelis and David Sezenov 

(Milton Township CERT) conducted “Cold Weather 

Preparedness” training. 

Rich and David presented how the 

environment effects a person and 

how to mitigate those effects. 
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Past Training 

CERT Association Regular Membership Training 

February 22, 2022 – Dan Martin (New Lenox CERT) presented “Long Term Sustainability for 

CERT Programs” 

 

Dan Martin (New Lenox CERT) went over on 

how to attract new volunteers……. 

….and how to keep them engaged. 
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Past Training  

McDonough County ESDA – March 2022  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milton Township CERT – January 2022 

In preparation for the Prairie State CERT Challenge 
later this year. Milton Township hosted a CERT 
Jeopardy on January20th. Testing our CERT 
knowledge in a fun way. We had two members from 
Addison Cert team to join us. This game is online for  
anyone to use just ask Trish Billings 
p.billings@miltontownship.net for the password. 

We are very excited to announce that we hosted our 2022 Storm 

Spotter training in person. This training was at the Macomb 4H 

building on March 9th, 2022, at 5:30 pm or 1730. Here is something 

to look forward to and a sign that we are getting back to normal!! 

mailto:p.billings@miltontownship.net
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Past Training  

South Lake County Regional CERT - December, 2021 SLCR CERT Getting prepared for the 

new year with CPR/AED Training. 

Thank you, Lake Zurich Fire Department!! 
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Future Training  

We are pleased to announce in coordination with the CERT Association of Illinois 
the next CERT Train-the-Trainer course. 

 
It will be held on June 10-11 at the Aurora Emergency Operations Center with all appropriate COVID-19 
precautions that are in place at that time. Please see below for further details. 
 

Course Length: 14 hours 
 Course Timeline: Day 1: 8:00 am to 3:30 pm; Day 2: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
 

Prior to course registration, the following items need to be submitted to Michelle Hanneken 
at michelle.hanneken@illinois.gov 
 
1.  Letter/email from unit of government or organization sponsoring the CERT program verifying that the    
     attendee will be instructing this course on behalf of the organization in the future. 
 
2.  Attendee will submit a certificate of local CERT class participation, verifying that the 20-hour course has  
     already been completed. In limited circumstances, the FEMA Independent Study (IS) 317 class can      
     substitute for this; however, that should be explained in the letter above why the local class has not    
     been attended. This exception must be pre-approved. 
 
In addition, it is suggested that the FEMA IS 242.b Effective Communications online course might be of 
value to those attending the CERT train-the-trainer program but it is not required. 
 
Once these items are received, the attendee will be notified as having met the prerequisites and will be 
directed to register for the course in the IEMA registration portal 
at  https://public.iema.state.il.us/iema/Training/OnlineReg/Login.asp 
 
 
Our intent is to provide the CERT T-t-T course once per quarter. For your future planning purposes, 
we are still planning to try to provide the quarter 3 course in Springfield in conjunction with the IEMA 
conference and a late fall course in Chicago. 
 

Any questions please email Michelle Hanneken at michelle.hanneken@illinois.gov 

mailto:michelle.hanneken@illinois.gov
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1nD4oYlxPVM2Bv_G7UgI0zcUCzfQRDjbn05QyjdiRYLes36DDvLymAlC3Yuae3Zm68-IIriglgLt3EKGw7fTey50pARRr0xdAW8VIekhpw25xRRfIjof1Rsici5pU1k1Rmw7ZQQN0WvvcGgckxfnS8-7xRlyBS9mbnCVH-M9azemS94wPd8zn4YTjAcD0-MfT-vm5HQkOyR5kUC39DDmqM0Z_2wwfgZYVBv7V9yFXX6Bu2gnStGAegGB7Sz0ezCaIXQU_cf-Ya_m1a1Jeekv4tKSI0fXtpw02BLaP6uUNLnx_zlupRbIyof_1YVHyCJM6Lzwmpgw4ERE2KQDXFMF0pBMTC0TPj0IsyHw6n07jpgy5jgelymGv6uesMpzK1vOkujBpFD5OG5AKSjXmA3QR-27HKy1-b4BrrBwY___GZ6yt_yr4iSnIKjTW79AlCOtc/https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.iema.state.il.us%2Fiema%2FTraining%2FOnlineReg%2FLogin.asp
mailto:michelle.hanneken@illinois.gov
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Future Training  

Emergency Management Institute’s Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Virtual 

Course: K0428 Train-The-Trainer (TTT) 

 FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute (EMI) will offer the K0428 CERT Train-the-Trainer course online. 
The course dates and other course-related information are listed below. 

Course Description: This course prepares participants to deliver FEMA’s CERT Basic Training course. 

              2022 Course Dates:  

• January 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20 (12 – 4 p.m.) 

• February 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17 (1 – 5 p.m.) 

• March 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10 (12 – 4 p.m.) 

• April 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14 (1 – 5 p.m.) 

• June 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16 (12 – 4 p.m.) 

• July 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21 (1 – 5 p.m.) 

• September 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15 (12 – 4 p.m.) 
 
To Apply: 

• Prospective students should apply through the Emergency Management Institute’s online 

admissions system.  

• Continuing Education Units:1.3 CEUs per course 

• For additional information, contact Jamie ‘Betsy’ Mauk, EMI Course Manager, 
at jamie.mauk@fema.dhs.gov. Please refer to the EMI website for course date availability.  

 

CERT Association CERT Team Members 

As we plan for this year's Prairie State CERT Challenge, we are looking for input from all of you.  

Please take a moment and fill out the quick survey from this link below: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RQGDKQC    (The survey link will be active for 7 days) 

We would like your input to help put together a memorable experience for you and your team.  

For additional Information please contact  

                 Interim Board Member Rich Frizelis richf.chicagocert@gmail.com 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMDYuNTEzNTMwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RyYWluaW5nLmZlbWEuZ292L2VtaWdyYW1zLzIwMjEvMTY5My10cmFpbmluZyUyMG9wcG9ydHVuaXR5LWswNDI4JTIwZW1pJTIwZnkyMiUyMGNlcnQlMjB0cmFpbmluZy5wZGY_ZD0xMi8xMy8yMDIxIn0.1VNFu7Sh11sANu9HYX71MTne8WmJ-uXIXZub1-Wu2Hk/s/40471921/br/124278484927-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMDYuNTEzNTMwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RyYWluaW5nLmZlbWEuZ292L25ldGNfb25saW5lX2FkbWlzc2lvbnMvIn0.VG9X4xsm-apu5acaLX4dFdJXM3kTwh8HCEZtRAXJNMU/s/40471921/br/124278484927-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMDYuNTEzNTMwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RyYWluaW5nLmZlbWEuZ292L25ldGNfb25saW5lX2FkbWlzc2lvbnMvIn0.VG9X4xsm-apu5acaLX4dFdJXM3kTwh8HCEZtRAXJNMU/s/40471921/br/124278484927-l
mailto:jamie.mauk@fema.dhs.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMDYuNTEzNTMwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RyYWluaW5nLmZlbWEuZ292L2VtaS5hc3B4In0.ufqtHqMqW9s7ZeROSPBkyCXohkLmrIS3WpdROhj1YtQ/s/40471921/br/124278484927-l
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RQGDKQC
mailto:richf.chicagocert@gmail.com
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Future Training  

Milton Township CERT – April 2022 - SAR & Transportation Training  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If interested please contact  

    Interim Board Member Trish Billings  
     p.billings@miltontownship.net 

Where: (the Old Wheaton Bowl – Bowling Alley) 

2031 N Gary Ave, Wheaton, IL 60187 

When: Saturday April 23, 2022 

Time: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

We have obtained permission to search the old 
Wheaton Bowl. We will be using it as a training for 
search and transport out survivors from a disaster!  

 

This will be your one and only chance to do this training. It 
has been sold and will be torn down this summer.!! 

 

mailto:p.billings@miltontownship.net
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Future Training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sorry for the inconvenience, but our call can only handle 100 participants. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. 
You can reach us at  il.cert.assoc@gmail.com 

Visit us at  www.certillinois.com and on CERT Association of Illinois - Home | Facebook 

mailto:il.cert.assoc@gmail.com
http://www.certillinois.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CERTAssociationofIllinois/


 

                                                                                                               March 2022     

March 2021 

 

• Readiness   • Member Safety   • People Helping People 

• Doing the greatest good for the greatest number of people                 Page 16 

  

Future Training  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Reasons You Should Make ‘Resolve to be Ready’ Your New Year’s Resolution | FEMA.gov 
 

Wauconda CERT – March, 2022, Wauconda is hosting a Basic CERT Training class 

starting March 30th for the public and those interested in becoming new members. 

Training will include two person sessions with the majority of the training online.  

Register at https://www.wauconda-il.gov/services/cert/cert.php 

1. Disasters are becoming more frequent. 
2. A plan can save the lives of you, your family and your pets. 
3. Preparing can save you money. 
4. Preparing can better connect you with your community. 

Mundelein CERT – 2022 – CERT Basic Training 

Are you READY for whatever the next disaster might be? Details coming soon on 
CERT basic training through Mundelein CERT. Whether you take the training to 
better prepare your family for an emergency or you do it to join the team and give 
back to the community......Just do it – get READY!    #mundeleincert 
 

 

https://www.fema.gov/blog/4-reasons-you-should-make-resolve-be-ready-your-new-years-resolution
https://www.wauconda-il.gov/services/cert/cert.php
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mundeleincert?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBoshhuoq8yTdA0blJ8CV4mGMHZIHOXe0ZeGR60fnL4YbjWvUO2wNmAW7pw2xfMBjCp2zrYArl8l9bGHJyd9WxWTUJgne5i2am7TEtwuIcttZ4MTncOOMpdVU_oNOLOi-r8AFY9s0140bLXBHxMv1u2E84qIv7NGalKywe-2s-0pbwa1_fmqDkKV2uruz-QKoto7ncZcvbnQKP0iSPnbY3H0Thxs3xBe6U4DyxmNuUHTxEPbv7tJaIdrtEpIsPQrbGxD1DN8ICdyjpwLOvsW6XyVe6R7BGkos_saFbbU4WEgcHPo8rcyxI&__tn__=%2ANK-R
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Past Events 

South Lake County Regional CERT - January 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milton Township CERT – January 2022 

Events 

Usually, every month the SWAP team from the Sheriff's office would come to unload, inventory and stock our 

Pantry shelves, but COVID had other plans and the SWAP team could not make it. So, we called on the Milton 

Township Cert Team and 11 members did quick work and completed the job. Awesome job Team! Thank you so 

much! 

 

South Lake County Regional CERT assisted with the Lake 

Zurich Rotary Club's Electronics Recycling Event at The 

Chapel on Old Rand Rd. 
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Events 

Past Events 
 

Milton Township CERT- February 2022, We put some backpacks together with socks, hats, gloves, 

scarfs, deodorant, water bottle, toothpaste, toothbrush and information on where to seek help 

from homelessness. Some of us from the Leadership Team took a few each to hand out to the 

homeless in our daily life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

                         #endtohomelessness 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/endtohomelessness?__eep__=6&__gid__=289558284885125&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVd9FgTehPTBAiu67jA9TxXBJjsxhQYuOYRL8jlN1WgTAAjCzynxcK-dLAPPSQ_Xn5VndJ6m4T-jQdofYbiUidBy8yRrEStpTV_zmbKqXtkSJjs64KujOrQ0VatWcWM7Lqavs5syM7PHW1fLuFGldlwjuQy4XcWj4xQZ_F6X2m4HYA5A2eRHPnOodlKn1rV-SteKrbL1vOFRsGyEW6cQM7YDgE_t16EFPuxdqJzAps6QA&__tn__=*NK-R
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Past Events  
 

Illinois Stateline CERT – December 2021, We were activated to provide assistance at a 
residential fire.  

 

 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire Deputy Chief John Bergeron 

reports that HRFD was dispatched to a report of a 

structure fire on Crystal Dr.  

Upon arrival, crews found fire in the attic. The fire was 

extinguished and crews searched for any other hot spots 

within the attic/roof area. Overhaul was completed.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/islcert/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWOt40iklcep79EHGzRAF1kaahqfq4NrG7VyUteaISIxmZGakms5P4EZj7eQSzVw57JmwmyDqKoTZ2prOZ46RVf3dw2jlBAd6aJUnaoOOPmA45vFT67RvV4Apcu7X0nGopGOnJ6ahYlFNfFNd_ZFZWd6V3i9d9CWiZPLXZTB7uOHPtg4mCGZlvxSjwWqr6luZrzcYjGj8k7KutXoBV7Q7sAMctxcVVBt7_fBv8flefNrg&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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Past Events  

Alaska CERT doing traffic control for a dog race! Interesting! 

 

 

Good job Interim Board Member Trish 
Billings (Milton Township CERT) on letting 
us know how other CERT groups help their 
communities! 
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Future Events  
The National CERT Association (NCA) is excited to announce that the 2022 National CERT 

Conference Registration is now OPEN! 

 

 

The main conference will be Thursday, August 18 through Saturday, August 20. 
Pre-conference training will be held Monday, August 15 through Wednesday, August 17. 

To register and find out more information please follow the link here. 
2022 National Conference (nationalcert.org) 

The 2022 National CERT Conference, is planned by a National Conference committee, in partnership with FEMA 

Region 6, and is hosted by the Galveston CERT program. The conference will be held at the San Luis Resort and 

Conference Center, Galveston Texas.  

https://nationalcert.org/events/2022-national-conference
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Board Members (Interim) 

Balla, Tonya - Mundelein Fire Department 
Billings, Trish (President) – Milton Township CERT 
Clifford, Kurt (Secretary) – McHenry County EMA 
Rich Frizelis – Chicago CERT 
James, Randy (Vice-President) - South Lake County Regional CERT 
Moos, Mike - Sherman Emergency Management Agency 
Rob Sessner – Milton Township 
Beth Drendl – North Aurora CERT 

Contact Us 

Email: il.cert.assoc@gmail.com 
 

Follow us on ……. 

    https://www.facebook.com/CERTAssociationofIllinois/ 

   https://www.certillinois.com 
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CERT Organization 

Oversight Committees 

 

ByLaws – Randy James (SLCC) 

 

Training – Rich Frizelis (Chicago CERT) 

                   Laura Townsend (Northbrook CERT 

                   Trish Billings (Milton Township CERT) 

 

Web Site – Mike Moos (Sherman Emergency Management Agency) 

 

Social Media – Tonya Balla (Mundelein Fire Dept) 

                          Beth Drendel (North Aurora Police Dept) 

Newsletter – Kurt Clifford (McHenry County EMA) 

                      Sheri Drotor (Cumberland County Health Dept) 

Meetings / Agendas – Trish Billings (Milton Township CERT) 

 

Meeting Minutes – Kurt Clifford (McHenry County EMA) 

 

Membership – Kurt Clifford (McHenry County EMA) 

 

Geocoding - Edgar Rodriguez (McDonough County ESDA) 

 

Outreach – Kurt Clifford (McHenry County EMA) 

                     Gary Mills (Buffalo Grove CERT) 

                     Phillip Mason (Cook County EMA) 
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